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MISDIAGNOSIS IN GRESYHO\UNDS. PART |
H\YPOTHYROID IS\

Is a common slow Progressing en&ocrinopa’chg (disease of an endocrine gland) in dogs.
HHPothyroiclism occurs as a consequence of inadequate secretion of thyroicl hormones. There
are some breeds with known Predisposition inclucling Pointer, Enghsh Setter, Boxer, Maltese,
Beagle, American Pit Bull Terrier, Dalmatian, and Giant SchnauzerJ among others. Most

hgpothgroicl clogs are middle aged 4-10 3ears).

CLINICAL SIGNS

Most adult clogs develop Problems with metabolism, the skin or the neuromuscular system.
Identification of ngerlipidemia (Fatty blood), mild non-regenerative anemia (Iittle or No new

blood cell Production) ,and high blood cholesterol on routine blood tests adds further evidence
for hgpothgroiclism.

Clinical manifestations of ]ﬁgpothgroiclism in the adult

Nelson, Couto. Small Animal Internal Medicine, in Small Animal Internal Medicine, 2003: Mosbg, St. Louis )
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CRITERIA OF DIAGNOSIS

The diagnosis of hgpothgroidism can never be based exclusivelg on tl'ugroicl testing, The go”owing

list includes the different criteria for a correct diagnosis:

Clinical signs

Lower concentration of baseline serum total (T4)

Lower concentration of serum free thyroxine (FT‘%)

HIGH concentration of thgroid stimulating hormone (TSH)
HgPerliPidemia

High blood cholesterol
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WHY GREYHOVUNDS COULD BE MISDINGNOSED???

1. Some clinical signs might match

o Lethargg

o lnactivi{y

Isn’t that Part of their Personalitg?

Or should 1 say “Greyhounalitg”

o Coldintolerance

We all know that Greghounds are pure musclc,
and theg have very little bodg fat. Itis easi19
Perceived that theg are unable to keep warm.

. Alopccia (hair loss)

It's very common to see
Greghounds with little or no hair
on their thighs, this is called - bald
thig]'l sgnclrome. The cause is
unknown, but there are some
articles that have shown that it is
NOT linked to hgpothyroiclism.
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LABORATORY FINDINGS

Most healthg and normal sighthouncls (Greghound, Whippet, Salulci, Sloughis) Borzoi, etc) have
lower concentrations of serum total (T4) and serum free thgroxine (FT‘!-).

There are several papers that have researched thyroid function in the breed. All these studies
describe that sighthounds with low resting total and free T4 concentrations are not hgpothgroid.
This confirms that Previouslg established canine reference ranges for T4 and fT4 are not
aPProPriate for use in Sighthounds. SPeciﬁ'c reference range values for basal serum T4 and {174
concentrations should be aPPIied when evaluating thgroid function in the breed.

HOW TO CONFIRN THE DIAGNOSIS

v HIGH concentration of thyroicl stimu[ating hormone
v HgPerIiPidemia

The only way to confirm the diagnosis is measuring TSH concentration.

High levels of cholesterol also support the cliagnosis.

The veterinarg laboratorg at Michigan State Universi’cg is the onlg lab that includes
TSH in its thgroicl Panel.

There is no reason wlﬂg any Greghound should be supplementecl with thgroid medicine, even less
so for their hairless ’c]'migl-ns or because ’c"leg like to sleep or are shy.

Over~5upplcmentation of thgroid hormone can result in hgpcrtension (higl'l blood Prcssurc) and
other health Problems such as vomiting, diarrhea, hgperactivitg, tachgcardia, tachgpnea, and
clgspnea. Underlging health Prob[ems include liver disease (where the drug Is me’cabolizecl) ,

seizure disorders and heart disease.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyhound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyhound
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WHAT TO DO IFYYO\UR GRENYHOUND [§ ON THYROID
SUPPLENMENTATION

Talk to your vet about clesigninga Plan to graclua”g wean off the tngroicl supplementation.
In general, lowering the éosage of ’cl’myroid supplementation by 25% each week, is a safe
aPProacn

Supplemen’cation must be discontinued for a Periocl of 6 weeks before before re-tes’cing.

WHAT'S New
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NAENABERSHIP-BASED- WEBS\TE
CONMING SOON

Stay tuned!!!

C. Guillermo Couto, DVM
Cristina lazbik, DVM Email address: greyosu@osu.edu

Liliana Marin, DVM Direct Phone number: (614) 247-6757 and (614) 247-8490
Sara Zalclivar, DVM

Dawn Hudson, RVT

* * * * *

WE DEPEND ON YOUR GENEROSITY!
“«Our mission of neIPing the Gregnounds is suPPor’cecl by your kindness”.
To make a donation to the Gregnoun& Health and Wellness Program Please use the link below to the

secure website for online giving or contact Dr. Guillermo Couto (couto.1@osu.edu) or Danielle Ford

(danielle ford@cvm.osu.eduw).
https://www.giveto.osu .eclu/igive/OnlineGiving/mcuncl_results.aspx?Source_Code=WAfyI:u nd=310050

We thank youvery much for your generous suPPort so that we may continue our mission to nelP the

Gregnouncls. )«/\
The Ohio State U niversitg
Veterinarg Teacning HosPital Z’D

601 Vernon L. Tharp Street. TH
Columbus, Ohio 43210 6
PR
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